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UNION EUROPEENNE
Délégation de la Commission Européenne

en République Libanaise





Beirut, 2 June 2007
PRESS RELEASE
The "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press": 
A Moroccan journalist and a Lebanese student, winners of the 2007 edition
On the 2nd of June, Ambassador Patrick Laurent, Head of the Delegation of the European Commission to Lebanon, and Mrs Gisele Khoury-Kassir granted the Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press to the winners of the 2007 edition:

· Ahmed Reda Benchemsi, a 33 year-old Moroccan journalist, won the award in the Journalists' category for his article “Le culte de la personnalité” published on 29 July 2006 in the Morrocan weekly TELQUEL. The Journalists' category award is worth € 15,000.  In 2004, Ahmed Reda Benchemsi won the Lorenzo Natali Prize for the Arab World.

· Rita Chemaly, a 24 year-old Lebanese student at the Institute of Political Sciences at Saint-Joseph University, is the winner of the award in the Young Researchers' category for her master's degree thesis titled: "La communauté nationale libanaise à l'épreuve du Printemps 2005 : entre le mythe et la réalité" (June 2006). The Young Researchers award is worth € 10,000.

The candidates were judged by the Jury according to the criteria of relevance, originality, and respect of professional rules. Each year, the Samir Kassir Award is granted to a work of research and an article related to the Rule of Law.

Ahmed Reda Benchemsi's article and Rita Chemaly's thesis are available on the website www.prixsamirkassir.org
25 files were submitted for the second edition of this award, of which 14 were selected in the Journalists' category and 3 in the Young Researchers' category. The candidates were Egyptian, Lebanese, Palestinian, Moroccan and Syrian nationals.

The jury was composed of 9 members, representing European and Mediterranean media and non governmental organisations: Mohammad Ali Atassi, independent journalist; Tomas Alcoverro, correspondent of the Spanish daily La Vanguardia; Pierre El-Daher, Chairman-Director General of the Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation International-LBCI; François Bonnemain, Chairman-Director General of TV5 MONDE; Hassane Tlili, journalist at Radio Monte Carlo Moyen-Orient; Jim Muir, BBC correspondent in the Middle East; Walid Kassir, representing the Samir Kassir Foundation; Ziyad Baroud, member of the Lebanese Association for Democratic Elections (LADE); and Layla Al-Zubaidi, director of the Heinrich Böll Foundation.  
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