Beirut, 19th May 2006

PRESS RELEASE

Final meeting of the Jury for the

“Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press”

The nine members of the jury for the “Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press” met on May 19th in Beirut for the final evaluation of candidacies for the contest 2006 edition.

This award, granted by the Delegation of the European Commission in Lebanon, awards a journalist (€ 15,000) and a young researcher (€ 10,000), for a theme related to the rule of law or the freedom of the press. The award will be given during a ceremony held on June the 2nd in Beirut.

The jury was composed of 9 voting members, representing Mediterranean and European Medias and organisations.

1.
Mr. Walid Choucair, Director of Lebanon News at Al-Hayat regional newspaper (representative of a Mediterranean written press media)

2.
Mr. Henri Mamarbachi, Director of Agence France Presse (AFP) office in Beirut (representative of a European written press media)

3. Mr. Hassan Balawi, Delegate to the Euro-Mediterranean relations for the Palestinian Television (representative of a Mediterranean television)

4. Ms Ariane Bonzon, ARTE permanent correspondent in Turkey (representative of a European television)

5. 
Mr. Fouad Naïm, Director of Radio-Orient (representative of a Mediterranean radio)

6.
Mr. Henri Perilhou, Director of Radio France Internationale - Africa (representative of a European radio)

7. 
Mr. Elias Khoury, journalist and writer (representative of the Samir Kassir Foundation)

8. Mr. Massimo Tommasoli, Director of Operations for the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) (representative of a European organisation)

9.
Mr. Richard Bteich, member of the Lebanese NGO “Movement for Human Rights” (representative of a Mediterranean organisation).

Following the deliberations, the jury have paid a commemorative visit to Samir Kassir's tomb at Mar Mitr cemetery in Ashrafieh, Beirut. 
