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Beirut, June 2nd, 2006

PRESS RELEASE

The "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press":

An Egyptian journalist and a Lebanese journalist, winners of the 2006 contest

Dina Adbel-Mooti Darwish, an Egyptian journalist at Al-Ahram Hebdo weekly, is the winner of the first edition 2006 of the "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press", in the "journalists" category, for her article “Plumes contre biceps” published on January 10th, 2006.

The winner of a € 15,000 award granted by the Delegation of the European Commission in Lebanon, was designated by the majority of the jury 9 voting members. The jury saluted “the courage of her article in a particularly difficult context and appreciated the quality and the rigour of information treatment as well as the subject pertinence to the theme of the rule of law”.

During deliberations, the jury decided unanimously not to grant the “young researchers” award for the 2006 edition. It estimated that “the pertinence and the quality of the candidates' work were not satisfactory.”

After deliberations, the majority of the jury members (8 votes) wished to grant a second award (€ 10,000) to another journalist. Habib Battah, Lebanese, was designated with a majority vote for his article “For an election reality check, visit your local mukhtar”, published on June 18th, 2005 in The Daily Star daily. The jury appreciated “the exemplary and original treatment of a society problem which tackles, through testimony, the question of political feudalism, electoral system, corruption and confessionalism.”
The two winners will participate in a debate with graduate students in journalism at the Lebanese University, on Monday 5th of June at 11.00, on the following theme: “Freedom of the press, foundation of the rule of law?” animated by Mr. Paul Khalifeh, Editor in Chief of Hebdo Magazine, graduate in francophone journalism at the Lebanese University.

10 over the 15 candidacies files judged to be administratively compliant were nominated in the "journalists" category and 2 in the “Young researchers” category. Candidates belong to several countries of the Mediterranean region: Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Palestinian Territories, Syria, Tunisia. Works were judged over pertinence, originality and quality of treatment as well as the respect of professionalism rules.

The jury, composed of nine voting members, comprised representatives of European and Mediterranean medias and non-governmental organisations. It met in Beirut, at Albergo Hotel, on May 19th, 2006.

Program of the ceremony
	10h00
	Welcome

	10h15
	Minute of silence in memory of Samir Kassir

	10h15
	Speeches by Ambassador Patrick Renauld, Head of the Delegation of the European Commission in Lebanon, and Mrs. Gisele Khoury-Kassir

	10h30
	Award giving to the winners

	10h45
	Questions - answers with the press

	11h00
	Photo session by photographers at Albergo hotel terrace
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