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EUROPEAN UNION
Delegation of the European Commission 

to the Republic of  Lebanon


Beirut, 2 June 2009
SAMIR KASSIR AWARD FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
MEMBERS OF THE JURY - 2009
The jury was made up of seven voting members:
· Roula Khalaf (Financial Times)
Lebanese-British Roula Khalaf is the Middle East Editor for the Financial Times. She is also an Associate Editor, with responsibility for the Middle East Edition of the newspaper, which was launched in April 2008. She writes a weekly column for the Middle East Edition of the FT. She writes extensively on political, economic and financial news in the Middle East and North Africa. She is based in London but travels frequently to the region. Prior to joining the FT in 1995, Roula Khalaf was a staff writer ffor Forbes Magazine in New York.

Roula Khalaf holds an MA from the School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, USA, and a BA from the Newhouse School of Communications, Syracuse University, USA.
· Lamia Radi (Agence France-Presse, Al-Shorouk)
Egyptian Lamia Radi has been a senior journalist at Agence France-Presse (AFP) for the last 16 years. She is also a Member of the Board and Head of the Foreign and Arab desks at the new Egyptian daily newspaper Al Shorouk. Throughout her career, she has covered major political events and armed conflicts in the Middle-East and North Africa. She has worked in Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, Libya, Yemen, Algeria, the United Arab Emirates, Lebanon, and the Palestinian Territories.
Lamia Radi holds an MA in Art Criticism from the Egyptian Academy of Art and 
a BA in Accounting at the Faculty of Commerce, Cairo University.
· Monica Prieto (El Mundo)
Spanish Monica Prieto is a correspondent for the Spanish newspaper El Mundo. She is based in Beirut, but travels extensively in the Middle East mainly in Iraq, Gaza, Jordan, Egypt and Syria. She has also covered major events in Afghanistan and Macedonia for El Mundo since 2001. Previously, she was based in Moscow where she covered events in Russia, other former Soviet republics including Chechnya for CNN en Español, CBS TV, Onda Cero Radio and Europa Press.
Monica Prieto holds a Bachelor of Arts in journalism from the University of Complutense in Madrid. She is the co-recipient of the Ortega y Gasset Award (2003) and the winner of the Dario D’Angelo Award (2005)
· Nora Boustany (The Washington Post)
Lebanese Nora Boustany is a former correspondent of The Washington Post. She has covered major wars and political events across the Middle East, particularly in Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Jordan, and Kuwait.  Prior to joining The Washington Post in 1979, she was the Beirut correspondent of the Financial Times and United Press International.
Nora Boustany holds an MA in journalism from the University of Missouri-Columbia, USA, and a BA in mass communication from the American University of Beirut.
· Franck Mermier (IFPO) 
French Franck Mermier is the Director of Contemporary Studies at the Institut Français du Proche-Orient (IFPO) in Beirut. He is an anthropologist and a researcher at France’s Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS). He was the director of the French Centre for Yemeni Studies from 1991 to 1997. He taught anthropology at the Ecole d’Architecture de Versailles (France) from 1988 to 1991 and at University of Lyon 2 between 2000 and 2002. He has written several books on Lebanon, Yemen, Arab cities and the media in the Middle East. 
Franck Mermier holds a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS, Paris) and a Master in Arabic language from the University of Paris III.
· Sari Hanafi (American University of Beirut)
Palestinian Sari Hanafi is Associate Professor of Sociology at the American University of Beirut and editor of Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology. Hanafi is also Programme Research Director of the Issam Fares Institute’s programme: “Policy and Governance in the Palestinian Refugee Camps in the Middle East” and former Director of the Palestinian Refugee and Diaspora Centre (Shaml). He is the author of numerous journal articles and seven books on Palestinian refugees, economic sociology and sociology of migration.
Sari Hanafi has a Ph. D. in Sociology from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS, Paris), a DEA in Sociology from the University of Strasbourg (France), a BA in Sociology from Damascus University (Syria), and 
a BS in Civil Engineering from Damascus University.
· Jad Al-Akhaoui (Representative of the Samir Kassir Foundation) 
Lebanese Jad Akhaoui is the Bureau Chief of Al Arabiya television channel in Lebanon. He was consultant to the General Manager of Al Arabiya in 2007-2008, Vice-president and head of programming and news at CNBC-Arabiya in 2006-2007, project director at Quantum Communications in 2005-2006, consultant at Dubai TV in 2003-2005, and consultant to the chairman of Al Hayat-LBC in 2002-2003. Previously, he held several positions at MBC between 1991 and 2002, and was the Lebanon correspondent of Abu Dhabi Radio between 1987 and 1991. He was television broadcasting instructor at the Lebanese American University in 2003.
Jad Akhaoui holds a BA in Communications from the Beirut University College (currently the Lebanese American University).
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