Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press – 2008
Members of the Jury 
Hazem Saghieh (Al-Hayat)
Lebanese Hazem Saghieh is a senior columnist at the pan-Arab Al-Hayat daily newspaper and editor of Al-Hayat’s weekly political supplement ‘Tayyarat’ (Currents). He worked for As Safir newspaper in Beirut between 1974 and 1988, before moving to Al-Hayat in London. He has published several articles in the ‘Open Democracy’ website as well as in Time magazine, The Observer and the New Statesman. He has written 10 books in Arabic on Iraq’s Baath party, orientalism, the Lebanese civil war and the Egyptian diva Umm Kulthum. He is the editor of the English-language book ‘The predicament of the individual in the Middle East’. 
Hazem Saghieh is the co-winner, together with Tunisian writer and columnist Salih Bachir, of the 1999 Common Ground Award for Journalism in the Middle East.
Hani Shukrallah (Al-Ahram)
He is the executive director of the Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism as well as senior research consultant at the Al-Ahram Centre for Political and Strategic Studies. Egyptian Hani Shukrallah joined Al-Ahram in 1991. He was the principal founder, managing editor, and later editor-in-chief of Al-Ahram Weekly, the English language newspaper issued by the Al-Ahram Organization.

In his Al-Ahram Weekly column 'Reflections,' he has written extensively about Egyptian politics, political Islam, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, “the War on Terror” and Iraq. He has taken part in a range of US-Arab and Euro-Arab dialogue initiatives with special focus on the media and political reform.

Hani Shukrallah is a founding member of the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights (EOHR), founder and board member of the Centre for Arab and African Research and member of the board of trustees of the Arab Human Rights Information Network.
Alistair Lyon (Reuters News)
He is Special Correspondent, Middle East, for Reuters News, based in Beirut. In the 24 years since he joined Reuters in Beirut in 1984, British Alistair Lyon has covered political and economic crises, wars, insurgencies and their human fallout across the region, including Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan and Somalia. He has headed Reuters offices in Egypt, Pakistan, Turkey and Jordan, and has worked in London as Reuters Deputy News Editor, Middle East. Before becoming a journalist, Alistair Lyon taught English as a foreign language in Lebanon and Yemen, where he began learning Arabic. 
Delphine Minoui (Le Figaro)

Dephine Minoui is a French freelance reporter who works mainly with the French daily newspaper Le Figaro. She also collaborates regularly with other media outlets, including Radio France, France 24, Le Temps, Le Soir, La Vie, L’Express, L’Expansion and L’Hebdo. At the end of the 1990s, she was based in Tehran from where she covered Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Gulf region. After the Iranian authorities revoked her press accreditation, she moved in 2008 to Beirut from where she continues to cover the Middle East region. Delphine Minoui won the prestigious Prix Albert Londres in 2006 for her articles on Iran and Iraq. She is the author of two French-language books : « Jeunesse d’Iran : les voix du changement » (Autrement, 2001), and « Pintades à Téhéran : chroniques de la vie des Iraniennes » (Jacob-Duvernet, 2007).
Ghassan El-Ezzi (Lebanese University)
Ghassan El-Ezzi is a Lebanese political science professor and researcher at the state Lebanese University. He has written many articles and editorials for French and Middle Eastern publications, including Le Monde Diplomatique, Confluences Méditerranée, Ouest France, Al Khaleej and An Nahar. Among his many books: « L’invasion israélienne du Liban (1982) : origines, finalités et effets pervers », (L’Harmattan, Paris, 1990) ; « Le Hezbollah, du rêve messianique au réalisme  politique », (Kartass, Kuwait, 1997) ; « Politique de la Force, avenir du système international et des Superpuissances », (Centre des Etudes Stratégiques, Beirut, 2000) ; « Les obstacles devant le rôle européen dans le règlement du conflit israélo-arabe », (Birzeit University, 2005). Ghassan El-Ezzi is a specialist European affairs and has participated in many conferences where he delivered lectures on the role of Europe and the United States in the Middle East. He has a PHD in political science from the Université de Rennes I in France.
Jean-Paul Chagnollaud (Université de Cergy-Pontoise)
Jean-Paul Chagnollaud is a French political science professor and the dean of the research center at the Faculty of Law of the Université de Cergy-Pontoise, near Paris. He is also the director of the international journal Confluences-Méditerranée. He is a former dean of the Faculty of Law of the Université de Nancy. He is a consultant on Middle Eastern affairs for several radio and television stations. He is the author of several books, including « Les frontières au Moyen-Orient, » (L'Harmattan 2004); « Palestine, la dépossession d'un territoire, » (L'Harmattan, 2007); « Quelques idées simples sur cet Orient compliqué, » (Ellipses, 2008). 
Carole Habib Kassir (Samir Kassir Foundation)
Carole Habib Kassir is an instructor at the Faculty of Business and Management at the Saint Joseph University in Beirut since 1995. She is a mathematics graduate from the state Lebanese University. She is a member of the Samir Kassir Foundation since 2005.
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