Members of the Jury of the Samir Kassir Award – 2007 Contest

The jury consisted of nine voting members, all of whom were representatives from Mediterranean and European media and organisations.

1. Mohammad Ali ATASSI (Freelance Journalist)

(Representative of an organ of the Mediterranean written press)
Freelance Syrian journalist and researcher, Human Rights activist, born in Damascus in 1967. After having graduated as a Civil Engineer from the University of Damascus, he travelled to Paris where he lived until 1999 and obtained a Postgraduate Certificate in History from the Sorbonne University (Paris IV). In 2001, he produced a documentary dedicated to the life of the Syrian opponent Riad El-Turk. He has taken part in the “Spring of Damascus” activities and signed most of the Syrian intellectuals’ manifestos. Since the year 2000, he has set up home between Beirut and Damascus, publishing his articles in the Lebanese press.
2. Tomas ALCOVERRO (La Vanguardia)

(Representative of an organ of the European written press)
Correspondent for the Spanish daily La Vanguardia (Barcelona) in the Middle-East, he is based in Beirut since 1970 and is considered as one of the most eminent Spanish specialists of the Middle-East, where he has for over 45 years covered the wars, invasions, coups d’États and other major events. He has only just recently published “El Decano” (The Doyen), and “Espejismos de Oriente” (Mirages from the Orient), in which he has gathered a small part of his more than 7500 chronicles. The grand Order of Isabel the Catholic was bestowed upon him by the king of Spain and he has been honoured with various prestigious journalistic awards, such as the Godo Prize as well as the Gaziel, Ortega y Gasset, Cirilio Rodriguez Prizes and most recently the Vasquez Montalban Prize. Tomas Alcoverro has also held the position of Professor’s Assistant in Public International Law at the University of Barcelona, his hometown. 
3. Pierre EL DAHER (LBCI)
(Representative of a Mediterranean television)
Chairman of the Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation International (LBCI) since 1985, a leading TV station in the Middle East, he is a pioneer in the field of media and television. Pierre El Daher is Bachelor of Science Industrial Engineering and holds a Masters degree of Science Engineering Management from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles. LBC SAT is broadcasted today in the Middle East, Europe, America and Australia. In December 2002 LBC founded a joint Venture with Al-Hayat (a leading Pan-Arab newspaper, published in London) to produce news cast on LBC channel…
4. François BONNEMAIN (TV5 MONDE)
(Representative of a European televised media) 
Chairman and Managing Director of TV5 MONDE and President of Canal France International since April 2006, François Bonnemain has since 1965 held numerous positions within French television and radio, as well as within the domains of audiovisual production and communication in France. Amongst other occupations, he has also worked as the Human Resources Director of France Télévisions (2000-2002); Delegate General Director of RFO (1994-95) and Director of Radio Tour Eiffel (1990-94); Editor in chief of Hebdo Magazine (1983-84); Editor in chief then Director of the Editorial Services of France Inter (1981-82), where he had already worked from 1975 until 1978; Assistant editor in chief of Soir 3 on France 3 (1981) and of the TF1 televised news (1980); journalist with the political department of “24 heures sur la 1” (1974), and “24 heures sur la 2” (1972-73) and of France Soir (1965-71).
In addition, he has also been Adviser to the Prime Minister (2004-2005), spokesperson for the Mayor of Paris (1988-94) and Technical Adviser in the cabinet of Prime Minister Jacques Chirac (1986-88).

5. Hassane TLILI (RMC Moyen-Orient)

(Representative of a Mediterranean radio)

Academic and political scientist, he is also a specialised journalist, mainly in the domains of Euro-Mediterranean relations and durable development. He graduated as a Doctor in Political Sciences from the Paris 2 University, and in addition holds a Postgraduate Certificate in Communication Sciences. He has published, amongst other things, two books entitled “Notre Information Défectueuse” (“Our Flawed Information”) (Ed. Publisud) and “Agricultures méditerranéennes” (Mediterranean Agricultures) (Collective work published with the support of the European Commission), as well as various other studies which have appeared in specialised magazines, many of which treated of durable development. Hassane Tlili was born in Tunisia and has been living in Paris for 27 years. 
6. Jim MUIR (BBC)

(Representative of a European radio)
A BBC’s Middle East correspondent, based in Beirut. He was born in England in 1948 and graduated from Cambridge with a degree in Arabic. After working as an editor in book publishing in London in the early 1970s, he moved to Beirut in 1975, shortly before the outbreak of the civil war, which he covered for the next 15 years. In 1978 he began working for the BBC but continued contributing to many other media outlets, including British, American and other newspapers and radio stations as well as specialist Middle East publications. After covering the war in Bosnia in the early 1990s, he based in Cairo as the BBC’s Middle East correspondent from 1995, covering the region from North Africa to Iran, where he reopened a BBC bureau in 1999 and became Tehran correspondent until 2004. Jim Muir is now based in Beirut again and covers the region from there, with much time spent in Iraq.
7. Walid KASSIR (Samir Kassir Foundation)

(Representative of the Samir Kassir Foundation)

He is co-founder of the Samir Kassir Foundation (July 2005), of which he has been the Vice-president since May 2006; he is the younger brother of the murdered journalist Samir Kassir.

A graduate of the Saint-Joseph University (Beirut) and a Doctor in Private International Law and Business International Law from the Panthéon-Sorbonne University (Paris I), he also holds a diploma from the Harvard Law School (USA), specialised in International and Comparative Law. He is a member of the Commission for the Modernisation of Laws of the Lebanese Ministry of Justice (since 1995) and has been a coordinator of the Commission of Modernisation of Laws for encouraging Investments in Lebanon. Co-founder and senior-partner of Law firm Kassir & Saghieh, he is currently a Professor of International Comparative Law at Saint-Joseph University Law School, after having held various positions within the teaching profession, including one at the Sorbonne University and at the Business School of the Lebanese American University.
8. Ziyad BAROUD (Lebanese Association for Democratic Elections – LADE)

(Representative of a Mediterranean organisation)

A Barrister and Associate Manager of the Law firm Haddad, Baroud, Daher & Tohme.

He is Recorder for the Legislative Commission at the Bar of Beirut. Tutor at the Saint-Joseph University in Beirut and Lecturer at the Institute of Finance. He was Secretary General of the Lebanese Association for Democratic Elections (2004-2006) and a member of the National Commission for Electoral Law (August 2005-May 2006). He is in addition a Consultant for the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and an Associate Researcher at the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies. In 2007, Ziyad Baroud was selected by the World Economic Forum as one of 250 “Young global Leaders”.
8. Layla AL-ZUBAIDI (Heinrich Böll Foundation)

(Representative of a European organisation)
Layla Al-Zubaidi was born in 1973 in Germany of Iraqi / Syrian parents. She is now director of the Heinrich Böll Foundation’s Middle East Office in Beirut, after having worked several years as program manager in the development sector in Palestine.

She studied cultural anthropology and Middle Eastern studies in Berlin / Germany and Bloomington / USA, specializing in issues of cultural globalization and diversity.
Upon completion of her studies in 2001, she became Fellow of the “Postgraduate Program in International Affairs”. She has worked and researched for several media and cultural institutions such as the Federal Commissioner for Cultural Affairs, and Deutsche Welle (International Co-productions) in Germany. She’s the author of the study “Walking a Tightrope: News Media and Freedom of Expression in the Arab Middle East”.
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