
Excellency,
Excellencies Members of Parliament,

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,
Allow me first to say how delighted I am that this ceremony is held at a time when Lebanon is witnessing a resumption of the work of its institutions and renewed hope of reconciliation. A few weeks ago, nothing was less sure.

The Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press was created in 2006 in tribute to the Lebanese writer, journalist and professor Samir Kassir, who was assassinated in June 2005. This award embodies the commitment of the European Commission to promote freedom of expression, freedom of the media and the rule of law in our Mediterranean partner countries. 

Whatever the circumstances, we are firmly and irrevocably committed to this freedom of expression, which constitutes one of the fundamental bases of a state founded on the rule of law and worthy of this name. 

Freedom of expression continues both to irritate and inspire fear. The power of this freedom continues to grow, and it is because of this that it has become a crucial factor in conflicts, with the press often the first victim, the first to be silenced and controlled. 

It is, equally, not rare to see the media used by politicians to spread propaganda. Independent media, in contrast, have an essential role to play in building a collective vision of a real nation, to which the vast majority of Lebanese aspires.

The recent events which shook Lebanon have shown that the contest between weapons and words is both unequal and sterile.

One does not build a nation by burning down the TV station or newspaper of one's political opponents.

The reason for the existence of this award is to affirm the importance of the independent media and the primacy of the weight of words and ideas over that of weapons. This is a task to which Samir Kassir was much devoted.

And this third year of the award has once again shown the prize to be a meeting point of talent, with topics that are extremely relevant to current events. 

I would like to give the floor now to Ms Gisèle Kassir, before the President of our jury reveals the names of the winners of the 2008 Samir Kassir Award. 
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