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Press release
Launching of the 2008 

"Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press"
The search to find the winners of the third "Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press", which will be awarded by the Delegation of the European Commission to Lebanon in association with the Samir Kassir Foundation, has now been launched. Candidates have until 30 March 2008 to apply.  
This year, as a sign of the commitment of the European Commission to the promotion of human rights and freedom of expression in the Mediterranean region and the Arab world, the award is open to candidates who are nationals of 8 additional countries: Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
Henceforth, the Samir Kassir Award will be open to 17 countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.

It will reward: 
· 1 journalist of the written press (daily, weekly, monthly and online press) whose document (editorial or investigative article) was published between March 15, 2007 and March 15, 2008. The theme of the document must be related to the Rule of Law (good governance, struggle against corruption, freedom of expression, human rights, etc.). The winner will be awarded EUR 15.000. 
· 1 young researcher, aged under 35, whose research document, written during the 2007 academic programme, addresses the Rule of Law or freedom of the press. The winner will be awarded EUR 10.000.
The award ceremony will be held on the 2 June 2008 in Beirut. 
The jury will be composed of 7 voting members (3 journalists, 3 academics, one official from the Samir Kassir Foundation) and one observer (a representative of the Delegation of the European Commission to Lebanon). 
Information for candidates:
The regulations of the competition, the registration forms, as well as the details of the candidacy file are available on the following websites: 
www.prixsamirkassir.org 
www.samirkassiraward.org
A telephone line and an email address are also available to the candidates: 
Hotline: + 961 70 14 17 19
E-mail: coordination@prixsamirkassir.org
Regulations of the competition
Regulations for the journalists' award
1. The competition is open to journalists of the written press (daily, weekly, monthly and online press), regardless of age, who are nationals of any of the following countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
2. Applicants must submit an investigative article or an editorial related to the Rule of Law (good governance, fight against corruption, freedom of expression, human rights, etc.). For applicants representing the printed press, the article must have been published in the media (a press organ) of the country of which the applicant is a national or in a press organ of one of the member states of the European Union
.
3. Any article submitted to the competition must not exceed 25,000 characters and must have been published between March 15, 2007 and March 15, 2008.
4. Candidates are allowed to contest only in one category, and candidacies must be individual (joint articles will not be accepted).
5. The winner will be awarded EUR 15,000.

6. The European Commission may reproduce and publish the prize-winining article in its own publications (which are non-commercial) and in promotional material relating to the Samir Kassir Award.

7. The jury members, members of the European Commission and members of MEDIAN are excluded from the contest. 

Regulations for the young researchers’ award
1. The contest is open to researchers younger than 35 (born on or after June 2, 1973), who are nationals of any of the following countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
2. Applicants must be registered at a public or private university of any of the above mentioned countries. They must submit a research document (dissertation or thesis) addressing the Rule of Law or the freedom of the press, written during the 2007 academic programme.
3. Applications must be from individuals.  Joint theses will not be accepted.

4. The winner will be awarded EUR 10,000.

5. The European Commission may reproduce and publish the prize-winining article in its own publications (which are non-commercial) and in promotional material relating to the Samir Kassir Award.
6. The jury members, members of the European Commission and members of MEDIAN are excluded from the contest.

Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press

Winners of 2007 competition

The second edition of the Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press awarded a Moroccan journalist and a Lebanese young researcher. The two awards were handed over during a ceremony which took place in Beirut on June 2, 2007. 

Journalists' category

Ahmed Reda BENCHEMSI 

Ahmed is Moroccan. He was born on May 19, 1974. He was awarded for his article "The cult of the personality", published on July 29, 2006 in the Moroccan weekly TelQuel. 

As of 2001, he is the founder and director of TelQuel group (Casablanca), which groups the weekly magazines Nichane (Arabic) and TelQuel (French), the weekly of which he is the publication and editorial director. He was the correspondent in Morocco for the group Jeune Afrique (1999-2001), editor in chief of the weekly magazine Téléplus (Casablanca, January-August 1999), communication consultant at the State Secretary of Environment (Rabat, 1998), and journalist in many Moroccan publications such as La Vie Economique, Enjeux, Femmes du Maroc, etc. 

Ahmed R. Benchemsi holds a Masters in Economics from Sorbonne University, Paris, and a high degree (DEA) from the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences-Po), Paris. He won the 2004 Lorenzo Natali award for the Arab world region (a journalism award handed by the European Commission, awarding journalists who are in the service of human rights, democracy and development), for his article "Sidi Moumen, the powder keg ". 

Young researchers' category

Rita CHEMALY 

Rita is Lebanese. She was born on April 9, 1983. She was awarded for her administrative and political sciences masters thesis entitled "The Lebanese community in 2005 spring test: between myth and reality", presented in June 2006 at the Institute of Political Studies (ISP) of Saint Joseph University (USJ - Lebanon). 

She is responsible for the website and the activities and publications platform (starting September 2006) at The Modern Arab World Studies Center - Beirut, and was in charge of the research project on racial discrimination in Lebanon (March-July 2006). 

She is a founding member of the Electoral Observatory of ISP in USJ (2003-2004), and an editor in the quarterly "Le Politologue" (ISP). She completed a news editing training at LBCI (summer 2004), as well as an analysis and inquiry training during the municipal elections in Beirut, in cooperation with Information international (spring 2004). She was the assistant of the South Recovery Project of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid (November 2006), and the team of the humanitarian program of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (July-September 2006). 

In the context of her studies, she prepared in May 2003 a mini thesis on the theme "EU widening towards central and oriental Europe States: Impacts and reforms". She is preparing at the moment a high degree (DEA) in political sciences from the AUF at the Institute of Political Studies (ISP) of Saint Joseph University, and has completed the sessions of the Netherlander program MATRA/KAP of the political culture project. 

Members of the jury - 2007

1. Ali Atassi, independent journalist 

2. Tomas Alcoverro, correspondent of the Spanish newspaper La Vanguardia 

3. Pierre el Daher, CEO of the Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation International - LBCI 

4. François Bonnemain, CEO of TV5 

5. Hassane Tlili, journalist at Radio Monte Carlo Moyen-Orient 

6. Jim Muir, correspondent of BBC in the Middle East 

7. Walid Kassir, representative of Samir Kassir Foundation 

8. Ziyad Baroud, member of the Lebanese Association for Democratic Elections (LADE) 

9. Layla Al Zubaidi, director of Henrich Böll Foundation 

25 files were submitted to last year's competition, 14 of which were kept for the journalists' category, and 3 for the young researchers' category. The candidates were Egyptian, Lebanese, Palestinian, Moroccan, and Syrian.
� Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden.
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